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Fill out an entry form from any 
participating Mount Pleasant 

Greenfields Shopping Centre retailer 
and place it in the barrel for your 

chance to win a Double Pass to the 
preview screening of “Definitely Maybe” 

at Birch Carroll & Coyle Cinemas on 
Wednesday, 13th February.
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For all spare parts
& engine repairs

MACKAY SPARE PARTS  PTY. LTD.

Ph: 07 4957 6111 ~ Fax: 07 4951 2805  ~ Workshop: 07 4953 1844

21-25 Sydney St [P.O. Box 85], Mackay • Established 1946 - Spare Part Specialists
Email: mspengines@mrbean.net.au ~ Website: www.mackay-spare-parts.com.au
CUSTOMER PARKING ACCESS VIA BRISBANE STREET

Bosch • P .B.R. • Ryco • A.C.L. • Workshop Service

Quality Endorsed 
Company
ISO 9002: LIC 5411
STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Qu
alit

y S
yst

em

M
K
_a

ts
s1

29
H

LOCAL NEWS

MINING, manufacturing
and construction plans
dominate a listing of Mack-
ay regional projects totall-
ing $25 billion.

The latest update of
REDC’s Regional Develop-
ment Register indicates that
the region’s boom is far
from over.

The $6.5 billion of mining
projects identified encom-
pass two completed pro-
jects, two under construc-
tion, three committed
projects and 10 mines or
mine expansions in ad-
vanced stages of investiga-
tion. 

The $5.3 billion of manu-
facturing projects includes
the proposed Abbot Point
State Development Area
and five other industrial
estates.

The register identifies 49
construction projects totall-
ing $4.9 billion, ranging
from luxury resorts in the
Whitsundays to mixed com-
mercial/developments and
residential estates.

Within this category are
10 separate apartment deve-
lopments in Mackay’s city
centre.

The register also identi-
fies road, rail, water, energy,
tourism and retail projects. 

The $25 billion total was
impressive but REDC chair-
man Darryl Camilleri was
not satisfied. 

“The Mackay-Whitsunday
region is experiencing sig-
nificant growth. As you can
see from the latest Regional
Development Register, this
growth is going to continue
through to at least 2011.
There needs to be more
investment in regional
infrastructure to ensure the
region is not negatively
impacted by this growth.”

REDC projects aimed at
improving regional infras-
tructure include an energy
audit, establishing a case for
a baseload power station in
North Queensland, an in-
vestigation into the econom-
ics of freight transport,
including future demand for
infrastructure, and a live-
ability audit, identifying key
social infrastructure needed
to attract and retain a
skilled workforce.

Region’s
projects
combine
for total
of $25b

GATEWAY International
announced yesterday that it
would be the new major
sponsor for the planned
Mackay stadium.

The group has been in-
volved for years, helping
with the concept plan for
the project.

Gateway director Michael
Stewart said becoming a
primary sponsor was “the

position we wanted to take”
“The community should

benefit from us; it’s not just
about the money.”

Mr Stewart’s offsider,
Gateway International
general manager Michael
Graham, said the company
took something of a “vision-
ary role” for the stadium.

He said rugby league was
the dominant code “right
out to the mines”.

“We identified that we did
need a stadium,” he said.

“Through a lot of negotia-
tion we were able to get it
through to this stage.”

Mr Graham said a big
part of it was the prep-

aration of documentation
and preparing the applica-
tions for the stadium.

Gateway is the sleeve
sponsor for the Mackay
Cutters and is sponsoring
the pre-season training and
development squad of Un-
der 17 to Under 19 players.

Mackay District Rugby
League chairman and Mack-
ay Cutters chairman Greg
Sutherland said the spon-
sorship change was a “great
move”.

Federal Member for Daw-
son James Bidgood said the
$8 million funding for the
stadium was still “subject to
the budget process”.

Mr Bidgood said there
were no “foreseen pro-
blems” ahead that would
stop the funding.

Mr Sutherland said the
money would provide a
state-of-the-art facility.

“Our plan is for pre-sea-
son in 2009 to be the official
opening.”

Mackay Cutters operations manager Jamie McDonald, left, with Mackay Cutters chairman Greg Sutherland, Gateway International director Michael Stewart
and general manager Michael Graham, right. PHOTO: AMANDA BALMER 060208/180

Sponsor opens new
gateway to success
for Mackay stadium
By OWEN JACQUES
owen.jacques@dailymercury.com.au

‘The community
should benefit from
us, it’s not just about
the money.’
Gateway director Michael Stewart 


